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Gall ery Stratford d A Year in Review

In 2016, Gallery Stratford presented 9 exhibitions;  collaborated with 27 professional artists and 1048 student artists;
welcomed 6404 visitors; was liked by 1773 Facebook fans; gained 82,621 impressions on Twitter through 153 Tweets,
attract ing 70 new followers; offered 70 educational programs to 818 participants, including 599 children; distributed 3200
#Share St r at f or d Ar t But t o nrsoutreagch artivig eed including Gaindy Art Sunday, #ArtCycle Stratford and
#Creati onPlace; and was assisted by over 125 volunteers contributing more than 4000 hours.

Vision: Gallery Stratford is a leading visual arts destination and an important cultural resource for t he Stratford
community and the counties of Perth and Huron.

Mission: Gal | ery Stratforddés mission is to present changing exhibitions of wvi
Canadian art. Through responsive programming and innovation, Gallery Stratford strives to engage the public, create
dialogue, an d offer dynamic opportunities for education, exploration, creation, collaboration, and interactive learning.
Gallery Stratford is committed to building its permanent collection as a resource for the commun ity and future
generations.
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In 2016 Gallery Stratford distinguished itself through community outreach and engagement. We expanded beyond Romeo Street wi

dent 0s

Report

Lab in town, an ArtCycle that toured town, and visible Little

Libraries that popped up all over town.

th a Steelbox Art

Exhibits and programming included a broader range of participants in new ways. From all the students who created the art for Art of the Game,
celebrating Rogers Hometown Hockey
embraced the community to experience art in new ways

This level of innovation only happens because of th

never cease to
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building. Together with the volunteers who assist in these activities and make the time spent at Gallery Stratford a better

However, none of this would be possible without substantial financial support. The Gallery
grant applications. We thank the City of Stratford, the Ontario Arts Council, the Ontario Trillium Foundation, New Horizons f

their funding. My appreciation goes again this y ear to every business and individual contributor, including all the artists who supported the 38 th

annual

, to the youth and seniors Bridging Ge

nerations, these highlight only a few examples of how the Gallery

d and thanks to a free admission program sponsored by Orr Insurance & many more did!

e creative energy and talent that Gallery Stratford is privileged to have. Angela Brayham
relentlessly steps up to opportunities to experience art in new ways, all while managing a tight budget. Peg Dunnem and her

team of art educators

impr ess with their creativity to engage all ages with programming that both delights and delivers solid financial performance.
together with Christine
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experience, | thank you all.

is 100% funded through annual fundraising initiatives and

or Seniors, and RTO4 for

successful eyowsustainebahdl o ut

collective support that enabled the Gallery to close the year on budget with a positive financial position going into 2017.

On a cautionary note, the competition for public and private funds continues to increase. The challenge will be for the boar
to collectively ensure that Gallery Stratford distinguishes itself in the visual arts field, with the clarity of curatorial v

that is required to earn the right to be considered and awarded.

d, staff and volu nteers
ision and operational effectiveness,

In closing, thank yo u to the members of the Board of Trustees and Executive Committee for their time and commitment to the Gallery. My best
wishes and sincere thanks to Brandi Gillett, Loretta Shannon, and Cathy Smith for their contributions during their term.
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Edith van Hulle
President
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opportunities of Stratford, the Gallery will continue to be the destination that strengthens connectedness through ar

tin our community.
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Director [/ Curatords Report

Creativity is intelligence having fun. Albert Einstein

Everything we do at Gallery Stratford is built upon the bel ishadethé domnunitint
which we all live. For the past forty -nine years, Gallery Stratford has provided a place, for local resident s and visitors, to come together to learn,
create, engage, connect, discover, collaborate, and be inspired by the visual arts. We believe that the arts have the power to connect a
community through creative exchange and celebration and that art galleries can provide quiet spaces for refuge and contemplation, while also
igniting imagination and creative possibilities. Community is, therefore, at the heart of who we are and central to everything we do.

Annual Reports provide a forum to capture the highl ights of the past year, celebrate  success and help guide us in charting a course forward into our
next half century. Itis therefore with great pleasure that | share with you some of these highlights of 2016.

Exhibitions are the central focus of our programming. We  presented 10 exhibitions this past yea rincluding : solo exhibitions of the work of ~ Wyn
Gelenyse, Ann Marie Hadcock, Janine Miedzik, Martin Pearce, and Cheryl Ruddock ; a digital media work by the collaborative team of Laura
Kavanaugh and lan Birse who work under the name Instant Places; our annual juried show, curated by Toronto gallerist Olga Korper and featuring
the work of 20 regional a rtists (Rena Balmain -Matthews, Gerard Brender a Brandis, Leigh Cooney, Alan Dhingra, Glenn Elliott, Ann Marie Hadcock,
Samantha Howarth, Paul Johnston, Victoria Lewis, Terry Manzo, Irene Miller, Dawna Robertson, Charles Sharun, Drew Simpson, Ch ristian Bernard
Singer, Ann Marie Stasiuk, Kelly Stevenson, Jody Turner, Lesley Walker Fitzpatrick, and Linda Wiebe ); an exhibition of hockey and winter themed
artwork created by over 1000 local students; a selection of work from our collection; and an off -site exhibition that included the work of 48 grade 10
students using recycled skateboards as their can vas. These exhibitions were designed to connect with one another, but more importantly build
connections with new and expanded audiences.

A central theme for the year was to look at new ways to make Gallery Stratford accessible and welcoming. We wanted to break the notion of
galleries being boring, elitist, or untouchable, and instead began to create a space that is exciting, dynamic and vi tal. While we are fortunate to
have a small, but very creative and talented staff, and a dedicated Board of Trustees, it is also thanks to our community par tners that we have been
able to begin to make small changes that are starting to realize big impact S.

We aligned our spring exhibitions with Springworks indie theatre & arts festival, allowing us to build audience and extend our marketing reach. Our
spring exhibitions focused on work that had both serious artistic intent and a playful experiential q uality. Gallery visitors were surprised and delighted
with the opportunity to walk, dance, sit and touch Janine Miedzik 6s duct t ape haworkion exhipd . to be Rraly experiential it has to be

accessible. Our partnership with Orr Insurance p  rovided us with the financial support to offer free gallery admission. This program resulted in
increased attendance and an increase in donations.

Through consultation with the local artists in our community we made a series of dramatic changes to our long -standing Perth -Huron Juried
Exhibition. The resulting exhibition, Dialo gues, presented some of the most  interesting work currently being produced by artists in our region. This
commitment in helping to foster local artistic talent led to the develop ment of an ongoing partnership with the art department at Stratford Central
Secondary and the Avon Maitland School District.
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Decked Out , an exhibition of skateboard art, opened on a stormy October weekend in the parking lot o f the YMCA. This successful project
challenged traditional conceptions of art -making and art exhibition, engaging not only the students but also a public that may not normally engage

with art and art galleries.  An off -shoot of the Decked Out exhibition was a skateboard art workshop provided to youth at the Youth Centre. This pilot
project has developed into an ongoing creative partnership between Gallery Stratford and the Youth Centre . Our off -site project space, the

Steelbox Art Lab launch ed in conjunction with Decked Out. As occupancy of our re -purposed shipping container / art lab was delayed, the

Steelbox Art Lab became a sculptural mural project, inviting artists of all ages to participate. Both Decked Out and the Steelbox Art Lab wer e
supported through the Ontario Trillium Foundation SEED grant program.

Through an Ontario Arts Council Art Service Project Grant, we were able to pilot a number of new initiatives to further suppo rt artists in our community
while at the same time enhanci  ng our exhibition and outreach programming. Dialogues: Conversations with Artists  launched in November as a

series of free artist talks aimed to add to the understanding of our exhibitions and provide  artists with an opportunity to talk about their artist ic
practice. This first set of three conversations brought together artists from the juried show around themes related to their practice or medium

(November 10 - The Photographic Eye : Balmain -Matthews, Fitzpatrick, Manzo, Miller & Stasiuk; November 17 0The Artistds Vi:kewis,of t he

Sharun & Stevenson; and November 24t § Materials: Elliott, Hadcock, Johnston, Singer & Turner). In addition to these artist conver sations, we offered
a several free workshops on the professional development tools nee ded to work with galleries and museums. These initial sessions have developed
into a regular monthly series.

Thanks to the creative direction of our Curator of Education, Peg Dunnem, we launched a humber of successful new community ou treach initiatives

this year. To assist us in partnering with community festivals and events we developed #CreationPlace as our off -site art-making creativity station.

We are particularly proud of our #ArtCycle Stratford, our European cargo trike that captivated and engage d local residents and tourists with free art

making activities throughout the summer. We are grateful to RT04, for helping us make our dream of a mobile travelling art s tudio a reality. RT04 also
provided support for our #ShareStratford ArtButton project. Local artists of all ages helped us create over
wearable, sharable, affordable original works of art were available in vending machines around town and were also distributed to delegates at the
Communities in Bl oom symposium in the fall and to the female bikers participating in the Wicked Ride in August. A special series of Pokemon i nspired
buttons was also created for our Pokemon in the Pa rk event, which brought hundred s of Pokemon Trainers to the Gallery and Sculpture Par kin

August. This event was conceived and organized by our talented and creative Summer Students (Hannah Cunningham, Emily Morris , Caitlin

McCann, and Josh Ravenhill ).

| continue to be inspired by the creativity that occurs daily in our Community Studio. Peg Dunnem, inspires and leads the ma gic that happens in this
space. Together with a small team of talented art educators, Gallery Stratford, offers creative and imagi native art education programs for artists of
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allages and skilllevels. Pegds i nspirational | eadership was publicly recognized through her no

category this year. | offer my sincerest thanks to Peg for her  inspirational leadership and dedication to our art programs. Peg will be leaving us this
spring to pursue a wonderful opportunity at the Agnes Etherington Art Centre at Queens University. We will miss her greatly.

Christine Lee continues to offer sage  wisdom and guidance for all things Gallery Stratford, and has been both a friend and constant support over the

past two years. Nell Crook seamlessly transitioned from volunteer to a vital member of our small team, singlehandedly design ing and installing o ur
exhibitions, organizing our auction, working with artists and helping out wherever we need her. We are excited to have her j oin us in her new role as
Curator of Exhibitions and Education this spring. A special thanks to Amanda Langis, Samantha Howarth , Nell Crook, Dawna Robertson and our
summer students for providing knowledgeable ass istance to our weekend visitors, replacing Julie Seid who was on Maternity leave this past year.

Together the Gallery Stratford Board of Trustees gave their volunteer tim e and service to this organization. Their leadership and dedication continue
to help move us forward. Special thanks go to Kaitlyn Culliton, who makes working on budgets and sifting through financial stat ements enjoyable



and fun. Thanks to Matt Rees and  Edith van Hulle, Co -Chairs of our profitable 2016 | Love My Gallery Auction. A warm welcome and sincere thanks

to Bob Phillips, who took on the job of revitalizing a lapsed volunteer program, and then stepped up to join our Board toward stheend of they ear.
Clodagh Moss, | am in awe of the ~ immense time and commitment you gave to not only organize, but also re  -invent our 2017 | Love My Gallery
Auction and Gala.  Our Little Art Library Fundraiser helped bring in $7000 for our exhibition and education prog ram. Thanks to Pete Brooks for lending
your excellent woodworking, building, and decorating skills. Thanks also to Kathy Vassilakos, Clodagh Moss, Brandi Gillett, David Blandford, Cathy
Smith, Bob Phillips, and Edith van Hulle for helping to build and de corate libraries.

As we prepare for new Board members to join us, we also must say good -bye to others. Thanks to Cathy Smith, who was always wil ling to lend a
hand for the not -always glamourous volunteer jobs. Thanksto  Loretta Shannon, you were alway sthe first board member to show up at our Opening
Receptions and s eemed to sense exactly what was needed in those last few minutes before everyone arrived. Brandi Gillett, | will miss our chats in

your office and your unwavering enthusiasm and support. I hope you will all continue to be involved.

In closing, we should not forget thatt  he arts help us make connections that build a stronger, innovative and healthy community.

Angela Brayham
Director / Curator






